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SINCE 1927





Theodore Judah Elementary Newsletter 
                                                                           October, 2017
A MESSAGE FROM

Mr. Holding
Dear Theodore Judah Families,

The dust has begun to settle on the first month of the new school year!  September can be a very busy month in a school and this year was no different.  The start of the year brings new challenges to the students and the teachers.  As parents, your challenges are also new.  Some mornings can be tough on the family trying to get out the door on time.  It has been great to see the commitment so far on your part to arrive on time.  Make this a priority this year. When a student arrives late the tone of the day has already been set and your child will be playing catch up all day.  Just think about your own job and what that does to your day.
Our staff has spent a considerable amount of time getting to know your children.  The development of strong relationships in a school greatly impacts the knowledge gained during school, If, you think there is something special to share with us about your child, please reach out to the teacher.  Even the smallest piece of information can go a long way in developing a great relationship in class.  

Theodore Judah had an amazing Back to School Night a few weeks ago!  I want to personally thank you all for coming. I truly feel the staff displayed Judah in such a positive light with all the work that has been done so far.  The building was electric!  This week we have pictures Monday, October 2nd.  


As always, I want to thank you for your continued support and engagement in your neighborhood school. Together we make this school a special place for children to learn and grow.

Sincerely,
Mr. Holding
Principal

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
·  October 2nd -  Fall Picture Day
·  October 18 – Safety Fire Drill School-wide
·  October 20th –  Harvest Festival

           -Farmer Jerry visits TK/K classes
· October 30th- Safety School-wide Lockdown Drill

· October 31st- Costume Parade 
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PLEASE NOTE THE
NEW ADDRESS &
PHONE NUMBER




Theodore Judah Spirit Days
Show your school spirit every Friday by wearing the following:

Your favorite TJ shirt (“Bear Wear”)

Blue or Gold (our school colors)

Bear Wear order forms will be coming out soon!

Your Child’s Safety is our Number 
Target Excellence Update
After much purposeful discussion and dialogue with the Youth Development Department, I have decided to amicably dissolve Theodore Judah’s partnership with Target Excellence. This in no reflection on anyone who was part of the decision to acquire them. Target Excellence does great work at other schools, but at this time I feel they are not the right fit for our school community. A meeting was held with parents on September 27th to inform them of this decision. An interview panel will be meeting with other providers on September 29th. When a decision is made, they transition process will begin. Target Excellence will remain on campus until this happens. The new provider will have a mandatory orientation the night before they begin. All active students in Target Excellence will roll over into the new program. You will receive information regarding the orientation, when the new provider has been selected. I appreciate your patience and support as we move forward in a positive direction. This has not been an easy decision, but I feel it is the best for Judah at this time. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.

PTA Funded Enrichment Programs
Students will soon start attending Science Alive, Garden, Music and Art classes as part of the many enrichments that Judah offers at your neighborhood school. These programs are fully sponsored by all the hard work and efforts of our school PTA. We appreciate all that you do!
October’s Citizenship Theme:
Trustworthy 
This month we recognize what it means to be trustworthy. Examples of this might mean don’t gossip or share secrets. They return found objects to the lost and found and always keep their eyes on their own papers during an exam. Please take time to discuss the trait of the month with your child and how they can display the trait at home, at school, and in the community.
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Core Values





We are committed to providing your child with an environment that is conducive to meeting the socioemotional needs as well as the academic needs of all students. Please have conversations with your child regarding the “High Five” core values that we all stand by:





Be Respectful


Be Responsible


Be Kind


Be Safe


Always a learner





These are Mr. Holding’s “High Five”





Contact Information Changes


�Your contact information is very important to us in case of an emergency. If any information should change, please notify the school office so that we can update the information in our system.





Daily Attendance is Important





One of the basic foundations for success in school is regular school attendance.  Additionally, teaching our children that regular attendance to school is important helps send the message that education is important.  It also teaches the importance of keeping one’s responsibilities. Our monthly attendance goal is 97%.





To that end, please be sure to stay home only when truly ill, or due to a real family need.  See the attendance section in our school handbook for additional guidance. Remember to schedule appointments outside of the school day when possible, or to return to school when finished.  Minimize early dismissals. Family vacations are not excused absences.  Thanks to everyone for supporting daily attendance!








www.theodorejudahelementary.org

